THOUSAND-WORD NEUTRAL GERMAN CHECKLIST FOR TECHNICAL READING
Martin Joos'-September 1966

1. Vocabulary is of three kinds; of these, Classes A and B are NEUTRAL: see 2.
A. Small-change words, marked "5" in this list;

B. Argument words, marked "4, 3, 2" in this list.

This list contains about 1000 of the commonest argumentwords, classed and rated according to their
frequency of use, thus:

The rating "4" means that this word is among the 500 commonest; while 3 means there are roughly 500
commoner but not 1000 commoner; and 2 means that there are roughly 1000 commoner other words or more. There
are still other argument words too rare to be included here.

THE SAME ARGUMENT WORDS (and of course the same small-change words) will be encountered, and
about equally often, in ALL technical fields of reading, no matter what the field or topic happens to be: History and
Chemistry, Physiology and Political Science, use the same!

Therefore, this list can be used as a Check-List to determine whether you are ready for almost anything in
your field. Initially aim at knowing ALL the Class-A words (those marked "5" in the list), and 4/6 (two thirds) of the
"4" words, plus 3/7 of the "3" words and 2/8 (a quarter) of the "2" words. More will be picked up in reading.

C. Topic words, completely neglected in this list (only a handful included). Some few of them (e.g,. Abend:
evening, Berg: mountain) are as commonly used as the argument words, but they are omitted anyhow, simply
because they hardly occur at all in technical reading. The topic words you need will be learned during your reading,
and that is the only possible way. TOPICAL WORDS CANNOT BE LEARNED IN ADVANCE! What counts here
is NOT the number of topic words you already know; what really matters is your GUESSING-TECHNIQUE. Rule:
always guess BEFORE looking up a word in the dictionary; then force yourself to pass on (if possible, and do it
more often than you think possible) without looking it up at all!

2. Neutral vocabulary, similarly, cannot be learned in advance of reading. Then what is the difference? The
difference is that neutral words can be learned equally well by reading in any field or on any topic; then the same
already-learned neutral words can be relied on to occur in other fields and in reading on quite different topics. This is
one reason why ordinary college study of German (mostly literary) is very good preparation for reading Chemistry in
German.

3. Topical vocabulary obeys a very interesting statistical law (known as Zipf's Law) which has the effect that there
will always be a constant supply of utterly new words in your reading, no matter how much you have read. That is
why THERE CANNOT BE ANY SUCH THING AS A TOPIC-WORD CHECKLIST.

4. In this Neutral checklist, easily-guessed words of all kinds are omitted. And you must know about noun-plurals
and, irregular verb-forms beforehand.

NOTE: German adjectives are freely used (without ending) as adverbs, such as have -ly in English; those English
adverbs are seldom given here; marginal cases are listed, but in general you must just make your own; Examples of
how you could make your own: dhnlich: similarly; auffdllig: conspicuously; bedenklich: suspiciously; bekanntlich: as
is well known.

NOTE: Infinitives are all usable as nouns, and they are all neuter nouns: das Abschlieen: the concluding (of a
treaty); Dringen: (the) crowding: Decken: (the) covering-up; das Bauen: the process of building.

'Dr. Martin Joos (1907-1978) was a distinguished professor of German at the University of
Wisconsin—-Madison. Holding broad interests in several fields of linguistics, he also served as a Visiting Professor at
the Universities of Alberta, Belgrade, and Edinburgh. One of his several books, The Five Clocks: A Linguistic
Excursion into the Five Styles of English Usage (1962, revised in 1967), found many readers among the general
public. [Note by R. E. Wyllys]



NOTE: meanings are not given exhaustively; each line could end with "etc."

THE THOUSAND-WORD CHECKLIST

5 ab: away, off, down; von X ab: from X on
5 aber: but, however

2 Absatz: paragraph
2 Abschnitt: section

2 abschliefen: conclude (a process)
2 Abschluf}: conclusion, termination

3 absehen: von X absehen: disregard X
2 Absicht: intention, purpose

3 abteilen: segmént; Abteilung: section

2 abweichen: deviate; Abweichung: -tion
3 achten: heed; Achtung: attention, respect
3 dhnlich: similar; -keit: -ity

4 allein: alone, only

3 allerdings: of course, to be sure

4 allgemein: general, usual, in general

2 allmédhlich: gradual

5 als: when, as, than
5 also: accordingly, thus, hence

2 alt: old; Alter: age, era

5 an: at, attached to, to, as to

4 ander-: other, alternative

4 dndern: alter; Anderung: alteration

3 anders: otherwise

2 anerkennen: acknowledge, recognize
2 Anerkennung: recognition, respect

3 anfangen: begin; Anfang: beginning
2 anfangs: initially, at the start

2 anfiithren: adduce, cite, list

3 Angabe: statement (of data, of fact)
3 angeben: state, cite

2 angelegen: important (as a concern)
2 Angelegenheit: affair, matter

2 angreifen: take in hand (a task)
2 Angriff: in Angriff nehmen: take hold of

2 ankommen: arrive; das kommt auf X an: that is
dependent on X

3 Annahme: assumption
2 annehmen: assume, postulate

2 Anschauung : view, opinion, conception

2 ansehen: view, regard
2 Ansicht: view, opinion

3 Anspruch: in Anspruch nehmen: make demands
upon (a resource)

2 anwenden: use, employ, apply
3 Anzahl: number (e.g. a large number of')
3 Arbeit: work, treatise

2 Arm: arm
4 arm: poor; arm an X: poor in X

4 Art: sort, species, manner
4 -artig: -like; e.g. fuBartig: like a foot, footlike

5 auch: also, even
5 auf: upon, to, towards; auf-: up

2 auffallen: strike (one's attention)
2 auffillig: conspicuous

3 auffassen: conceive, grasp
2 Auffassung: conception

4 aufhoren: cease

3 aufmerksam: attentive
2 Aufmerksamkeit: attention, attentiveness

2 Auftrag: mandate, mission, task given

3 auftreten: appear, occur



4 Augenblick: moment, instant 2 befindlich: located, there
2 Befund: finding
5 aus: out of, from, made of
2 befriedigen: satisfy
2 ausdehnen: extend, stretch
3 begegnen: turn up, be met with
3 Ausdruck: expression

3 ausdriicken: express 2 begleiten: accompany
3 ausfithren: execute, perform 3 begreifen: comprehend
2 Ausfiihrung: -tion, -ance; working model 2 Begriff: concept; in Begriff sein: be in the act of, be
about to
2 Ausnahme: exception
2 ausnehmen: make an exception of; sich ausnehmen: 2 begriinden: base, justify, found
be conspicuous 2 Begriindung: reason, justification
2 ausreichen: suffice 3 behalten: retain
3 ausschlieBen: exclude 3 behandeln: treat

3 Behandlung: treatment

2 aussehen: seem, look, appear

2 Aussicht: prospect 3 behaupten: assert, maintain
3 Behauptung: assertion

4 auBler: except for

3 auBlerdem: besides 2 beherrschen: control, master

2 duBer-: external, exterior, superficial 5 bei: in association with, at, with, in
3 dullern: utter, express
4 beide: two, both
2 ausiiben: exercise (care, a talent, etc.)
3 Beispiel: example, specimen
3 Bahn: path, course
3 bekannt: (well) known
4 bald: soon; bald X, bald Z: now X and now Z, X

and Z alternately, in turn 2 bekommen: acquire, get, receive
2 Bau: structure, formation 2 bemerken: notice, remark
2 bauen: build 2 Bemerkung: remark, note, annotation
2 beabsichtigen: plan, intend 3 beniitzen/benutzen: utilize -ung: utilization, use
2 bedecken: cover 3 beobachten: observe; -ung: -ation
2 bedenken: give thought to 3 berechtigen: justify; -ung: -ification
2 Bedenken: doubts
2 bedenklich: dubious, arousing suspicions 3 bereit: ready; bereiten: prepare

3 bereits: already
3 bedeuten: signify
3 Bedeutung: importance, significance 3 Bericht, berichten: report

3 bedingen: cause, limit, condition 2 beruhen: rest, be founded (auf: upon)
3 Bedingung: factor, condition, limitation
3 beriithren: touch, touch upon
4 befinden: sich befinden: be (in a specified place or
state)



3 beschlieBen: decide
2 BeschluB3: decision

3 beschrianken: limit, confine (auf: to)
2 Beschrdankung: limitation

3 beschreiben: describe
2 Beschreibung: description

2 beseitigen: remove, eliminate
2 Beseitigung: removal, elimination

2 besetzen: occupy
3 besitzen: possess (past: besall)

4 besonder-: special, particular
4 besonders: especially, above all

2 besorgen: take care of, see to

4 besser: better; bessern: improve
4 best-: best; am besten: best, preferably

2 bestdndig: stable, permanent, constant
2 Bestdndigkeit: permanence, constancy

2 bestitigen: confirm; -ung:-ation
3 bestehen: consist, exist, insist

3 bestimmen: determine, settle, appoint
4 bestimmt: definite, certain

2 beteiligen: participate

2 Betracht: in Betracht auf X: with respect to X, as far
as X is concerned

3 betrachten: view, regard

3 Betrag: amount, sum

2 betragen: amount to

2 sich betragen: comport oneself, behave

3 betreffen: concern, have to do with betreffs X: as to
X, with respect to X

2 beurteilen: judge, make a judgment as to

2 bewahren: preserve
2 bewihren: prove (to be good as such)

3 bewegen: put into motion, move, impel

3 Beweis: proof; beweisen: prove

2 bewirken: effectuate, cause, bring about
2 bezeichnen: designate; -ung: -ation

3 bezichen: relate (auf: to)

3 Beziehung: relation

4 Bezug: in bezug auf X: relative to X

3 bieten: offer, proffer, afford

4 Bild: picture, image

4 bilden: constitute, form

2 Bildung: education

5 bis: until; bis auf X; except for X
4 bisher: previously, so far

2 Bitte: request
3 bitten: request

4 bleiben: remain

3 Blick: glance, look
3 blicken: glance

4 bloB: bare, mere, only

3 Boden: bottom, ground, basis
2 bodenstindig: autochthonous, indigenous

4 brauchen: need, have use for

2 breit: broad, wide, extensive
2 Breite: breadth, amplitude, latitude

4 bringen (past: brachte): bring, convey

5 da: on hand, on the spot, there
5 da: since, as (with verb at end!)

4 dabei: along with that, meanwhile
4 dadurch: thereby, by such means

4 dafiir: for that, in exchange
4 dagegen: on the contrary

4 daher: hence, therefore
3 dahin: away, along that way, forth

4 damals: at that time
5 damit: in order that, thereby

3 Dank: thanks; Dank X: thanks to X
3 danken: give thanks



4 dann: then, next

4 darauf: thereupon
3 daraus: therefrom, out of that

3 darstellen: represent, manufacture
3 Darstellung: presentation, report

3 darum: therefore, on that account
2 Dasein: existence, presence
5 daB: that

3 Dauer: duration, persistence; auf die Dauer: in the
long run
3 dauern: last, endure, persist

4 dazu: thereto., in addition
3 decken: cover, coincide
5 denen: which, to which (pl.) [Grammar!]

4 denken: think, imagine
2 denkbar: imaginable

5 denn: for, after all
3 dennoch: nevertheless

5 der, die, das, dem, den: [Grammar!]
3 derartig: of that sort

4 deren: of which. [Grammar!]

3 dergleichen: (things) of that sort

3 derjenig-, desjenigen, etc.: that (one)
4 derselb-, desselben, etc.: the same

5 dessen: of which [Grammar!]

4 deshalb: hence, therefore

5 desto: je Xer, desto Zer: the Xer, the Zer (e.g. the
sooner the better)

2 deswegen: on that account, hence

2 deuten: interpret
4 deutlich: clear, plain, perceptible
2 Deutung: interpretation

2 dicht: dense, close by, thick-set
2 Dichte: density

3 dienen: serve
2 Dienst: service
2 dienstbar: serviceable, of service

5 dies-: that, this, the latter
3 diesmal: this time, that time

2 Ding: thing
5 doch: however, and yet
3 dort: there, yonder; da und dort: on the spot

2 dringen: press, .crowd
2 dringlich: urgent

4 dritt-: third (in sequence)
2 Drittel: third (as a fraction: 1/3)

2 drohen: threaten

2 Druck: pressure, print
2 drucken: print
4 driicken: press, exert pressure

5 durch: by (means of), through
3 durchaus: absolutely, quite

2 durchfiihren: perform, carry out

4 diirfen (darf, durfte): be free to; diirfte: might very
well

4 eben: level, even, just simply/now
3 ebenfalls: likewise, equally well
3 ebenso: similarly, equally

2 echt: genuine; Echtheit: authenticity
5 che: before

4 eigen: own, proper

3 Eigenschaft: property, peculiarity
2 eigentlich: actual, really, actually
2 eigentiimlich: peculiar

3 eignen: be suitable, be fit

3 eilen: hasten; eilig: hurried, swift

5 ein, etc.: a, an, one [Grammar!]
3 einander: each other

3 einfach: simple, single

3 einig-: some, a few

3 einmal: once, even, for one thing
2 einst: at one time, formerly

5 einzeln: individual, individually
3 einzig: sole



ein-: in-, etc.

2 eindringen: penetrate
3 Eindruck: impression
3 EinfluB: influence

3 einfiithren: import, introduce
2 einrichten: institute, set up, arrange

2 eintreffen: occur, arrive, turn up
3 eintreten: occur, begin to be so

3 empfangen: receive, get, acquire
3 empfehlen: recommend

3 empfinden: feel, be sensitive to
3 empfindlich: sensitive

2 Empfindung: sensation

3 Ende: end
3 endlich: ultimate(ly), at last

3 eng: narrow, cramped, strict
2 Enge: narrowness, bottleneck

2 entdecken: discover; -ung: -y

3 entfernen: remove (to a distance)
2 Entfernung: distance, interval

3 entgegen: towards, against, contrary to
4 enthalten: contain, refrain

3 entscheiden: decide, settle
2 entschieden: decidedly, definitely

2 entschlieBen: resolve, settle, decide
4 entsprechen: correspond, fit

4 entstehen: come into existence

5 entweder X oder Z: either X or Z

3 entwerfen: sketch, outline, plan
2 Entwurf: sketch, draft

3 entwickeln: develop, evolve
3 Entwick(e)lung: development

2 entziehen: withdraw

5 er: it, he [Grammar!]

2 erachten: opine, regard (fiir: as); m.E. = meines

Erachtens: in my opinion

2 erblicken: catch sight of

4 erfahren: learn, experience, come to know

3 Erfahrung: experience

2 erfinden: invent; Erfindung: invention
3 Erfolg: success

4 erfolgen: ensue, result

2 erfordern: require, demand

2 erforderlich: requisite

2 erfreuen: gladden
2 erfreulich: gratifying

3 erfiillen: fulfill; -ung: -ment

3 ergénzen: complete, supplement
3 Ergénzung: completion, filling-out

3 ergeben: yield, result in
3 Ergebnis: result

2 ergreifen: sieze, grasp
4 erhalten: get, maintain, preserve

3 erheblich: important, considerable (-1y)
2 erhdhen: elevate, intensify

3 erinnern: remind
3 Erinnerung: remembrance, memory

3 erkennen: recognize, acknowledge
3 Erkenntnis: (piece of) knowledge

4 erkldren: explain, clarify, declare
3 Erkldarung: explanation, clarification

2 erlangen: attain, obtain
3 erlauben: permit, allow

2 erleichtern: alleviate, facilitate
2 erleiden: suffer, undergo

2 ermitteln: ascertain
2 ermdglichen: make possible

3 erneuern: renew
3 erneut: anew



4 ernst: serious, grave
3 ernstlich: seriously, gravely, severely

2 erdffnen: open, inaugurate

2 erdrtern: argue, discuss in detail
2 erregen: stir, stimulate

3 erreichen: reach, attain

3 erscheinen: appear, seem
3 Erscheinung: phenomenon

2 erschopfen: exhaust
2 ersetzen: be a substitute for

4 erst: not until then, first
2 erteilen: assign, bestow

3 erwidhnen: mention

3 erwarten: expect

2 erweisen: show, demonstrate, display
2 erwidern: reply, retort

2 erzeugen: generate, beget

2 erzielen: achieve, execute

2 erzwingen: force, compel

5 es: it; there: Es bildet sich ein Salz: There forms

itself a salt, A salt is formed

5 etwa: perhaps, about, say
5 etwas: something, somewhat, a little

2 eventuell: perhaps, as it may turn out
2 fahig: capable, able; -keit: ability
3 fahren: proceed, go

4 Fall: case, instance, fall
4 fallen: fall; fallen lassen: drop

3 falsch: false, wrong; Falschheit: falsity
3 fangen: seize, catch

4 fassen: seize, comprehend, hold fast

4 fast: nearly, almost

4 fehlen: be lacking
3 Fehler: error, fault

3 fein: delicate, subtle
4 fern: distant, far

3 fertig: ready, perfected
2 Fertigkeit: skill

4 fest: fixed, solid, firm, stable
2 festsetzen: fix, settle

3 feststellen: ascertain

2 Feststellung: ascertained fact
2 flieBBen: flow; FluB3: river

2 fliichtig: cursory, volatile

3 Folge: sequence, consequence, result
4 folgen: come next in sequence, follow

3 fordern: demand, require, call for
2 fordern: further, foster, advance

3 fort: away, gone, on further

2 fortschreiten: progréss
2 Fortschritt: progress

2 fortsetzen: continue

3 Frage: question
2 fragen: ask

3 frei: free
2 freilich: admittedly

4 fremd: alien, foreign, strange

3 friith: early

3 frither: former; Man glaubte frither: It used to be

thought
2 fligen: fit on, accommodate
3 fithlen: feel; fithlbar: perceptible
4 fithren: conduct, guide, lead
5 fiir: for

3 fiirchten: fear



4 ganz: complete, entire, whole
3 gar: even, going as far as

4 geben: give; Es gibt keine Gespenster: There are no
ghosts, Ghosts do not exist.

3 Gebiet: territory, region, area
2 gebieten: command

3 Gebrauch: use, usage
3 gebrauchen: use

3 Gedanke: thought, idea

2 Gefahr: danger, peril
3 gefédhrlich: dangerous

2 gefallen: suit, please

2 Gefdl}: vessel, container

3 Gefiihl: feeling

4 gegen: against, towards

2 Gegensatz: antithesis, opposite

2 gegenseitig: mutual, reciprocal

3 Gegenstand: object, thing
3 Gegenteil: contrary, opposite

3 gegeniiber: opposite, in contrast to

3 Gegenwart: present, presence (see next)
3 gegenwirtig: present (in time or space)

3 gehen: go, walk, proceed

4 gehoren: belong, be a part (zu: of)
2 gehdrig: proper, appropriate

3 Geist: spirit; geistig: mental

3 gelangen: attain, get to

4 Gelegenheit: opportunity, affair
4 gelingen: turn out successfully
4 gelten: be valid, be the case

3 gemdB: in accordance with

2 gemein: common, shared, mean

4 genau: precise
2 genieflen: enjoy

4 genug: enough, sufficient
3 geniigen: suffice, satisfy

4 gerade: straight, just
2 geradezu: really, outright

2 geraten: turn out (in a certain way), get (into a bad
situation)

2 gerecht: just, fair; gerecht werden: do justice
3 gering: slight, little, trifling

4 gern(e): gladly, eagerly, very likely

2 gesamt: entire, in entirety, as a whole

2 Geschaft: business, affair

4 geschehen: be done, occur
3 Geschichte: history, story

3 Gesellschaft: company, society

4 Gesetz: law
3 gesetzmdBig: lawful, regular, obeying some law

3 Gesichtspunkt: regard

3 Gestalt: form, shape, figure
3 gestalten: form, shape, design

3 gestatten: permit, allow of

3 gesund: healthy, sound
3 Gesundheit: health

2 gewidhren: permit, afford, grant

2 Gewalt: force, power
2 gewaltig: forceful, huge

3 gewesen: been

3 Gewinn: gain, profit
3 gewinnen: gain, win

4 gewil3: certain
3 gewissermaflen: in a way, as it were



2 gewdhnen: accustom, habituate

2 Gewohnheit: habit, custom, usage

3 gewdhnlich: usual, ordinary, customary
2 gewohnt: accustomed, wont

3 glauben: think, believe
2 glaubhaft: credible

4 gleich: equal, promptly

2 gleichgiiltig: indifferent

2 gleichmédBig: uniform

3 gleichzeitig: simultaneous, comtemporary

3 Glied: member, link

3 Gliick: good fortune; zum Gliick: fortunately
3 gliicklich: fortunate, favorable

3 Grad: degree
3 greifen: grasp

3 Grenze: limit, border, frontier
2 grenzen: border

4 groB: large, big, major; im groBen und ganzen: on
the whole
3 GroBe: size, quantity (in math.)

4 Grund: bottom, ground, basis, reason
3 griindlich: thorough

2 Grundsatz: principle

2 grundsitzlich: in principle

3 giinstig: favorable

4 gut: good
2 Giite: quality, kindliness

5 haben: have [Grammar!]
2 haften: cling

4 halb: half
2 Halfte: zur Hélfte: half(way)

4 halten: hold, stop

2 Handel: commerce

4 handeln: act, behave, proceed; Es handelt sich um
X: It's a case of X, a matter/question of X

4 Handlung: action, deed

3 hart: hard, harsh

4 haufig: frequent, common
3 Haufigkeit: frequency, abundance

4 Haupt-: chief, main;. as in Hauptbeweis: main
proof; Hauptgrund: chief reason

3 Hauptsache: chief thing, main point

2 hauptséchlich: chiefly, for the most part

3 heben: lift, elevate
3 heftig: violent, vigorous
2 heil}: hot

4 heiflen: mean, be named; Es heif3it, er ist fort: The
story is that he's gone away

4 helfen: be helpful

5 her: along this way, towards here
2 herab: downward, towards us

2 heranziehen: adduce

3 heraus: outward, out towards us
2 herbeifiihren: entail, induce

3 herrschen: govern, prevail

3 herstellen: manufacture, make

2 herum: in the neighborhood

3 hervor: forth, emerging

2 hervorbringen: produce

2 hervorheben: emphasize, put in the foreground
2 hervorrufen: evoke

2 hervortreten: become prominent

5 hier: here (where we are)
2 hierzu: in addition to this

3 Hilfe: help, assistance, aid

5 hin: along that way, towards there; hin und wieder:
off and on, at times

2 hinab: downward from there

3 hinaus: outward, issuing

2 hindurch: all the way through

3 hinein: all the way in

2 Hinsicht: respect, aspect, intent

4 hinter: behind, in back of, rear

3 hinweisen: refer, direct attention



2 hinzu: additionally, as a supplement

4 hoch: high; héher: higher, upper
4 hochst: in the highest degree

3 hoffen: hope

2 hoffentlich: as is to be hoped

2 Hoffnung: hope(s)

3 Hohe: height, elevation, degree

2 holen: fetch

3 horen: hear
2 horbar: audible

Sich: I

5 ihm: (to) it/him [Grammar!]

5 ihn: it/him [Grammar!]

5 ihnen: (to) them [Grammar!]

5 ihr: their, its, her [Grammar:]

5 immer: always; immer groBer: bigger and bigger;
was immer: no matter what; wie immer: no
matter how

5 in: within, into

4 indem: by ...-ing, while

3 indes(sen): however, meanwhile

3 innerhalb: within

3 infolge: in consequence of
2 insbesondere: in particular

2 irgend X: any X whatever
4 ja: of course, yes
5 je: for each, ever; SEE ALSO desto

5 jeder, jede, etc.: each, every
3 jedenfalls: in any case, anyhow

4 jedoch: nevertheless
2 jemand: someone, anyone

5 jener, jede, etc.: that (yonder), the one mentioned
earlier, former

4 jetzt: now, at this time

3 jung: young, recent

4 Kampf: battle, combat, contest
4 kaum: hardly, scarcely

3 kehren: turn, redirect, apply

5 kein: none; kein X; no X

4 kennen: be acquainted with, know of
3 Kenntnis(se): knowledge, information

4 klar: clear, evident
3 Klarheit: clarity

3 klein: small, little, exiguous
2 Kleinigkeit: tiny detail

2 kniipfen: connect, tie (onto)

4 kommen: get (to a goal, away, etc.), come, arrive
5 konnen (kann, konnte): know how to

3 Kopf: head, heading (of a tabulation)

3 Korper: body, substance; field (math.)
3 korperlich: corporeal, somatic

4 Kraft: force; Kraft X: by virtue of X
4 kréftig: powerful, forceful, hardy

2 Kreis: circle, circle/set (of people)
3 kiinftig: future

3 Kunst: art, artifice
3 kiinstlich: artificial, artful

4 kurz: short, brief, recent; vor kurzem: recently, not
long ago

3 Lage: situation, placement

4 lang: long, extensive; auf lingere Zeit: for a rather
long time

3 Léange: length, longitude

2 langst: long since

4 lassen: allow, let, cause/have, e.g.: fallen lassen:
drop, let fall

3 Lauf: course, career
3 laufen (lief): run, take its course



2 lediglich: only merely, simply
2 leer: empty, void, vacuous
3 legen: lay, put, place, locate

2 Lehre: lore, doctrine, theory
2 lehren: teach

4 leicht: easy, light, slight(ly)

3 leiden: suffer
4 leider: unfortunately, alas

3 leisten: perform, accomplish, afford

2 Leistung: performance; eine grole Leistung: a great
feat

3 leiten: lead, guide, conduct

3 lernen: learn

3 lesen: read

4 letzt-: last, ultimate

3 Licht: light, illumination

2 lieb: dear, cherished
4 lieber: by preference, perferably

3 liefern: supply, furnish, deliver

4 liegen (lag, gelegen): lie, be situated, depend; Das
liegt nicht an mir: That's not my affair.

2 Linie: line; in erster Linie: principally

3 link-: left-hand
2 links: on the left, to the left

3 los: free, released, loose, unburdened
3 -los: -less, e.g. kraftlos: powerless

3 16sen: liberate, free, solve

4 machen: make, do, cause
4 Macht: power, authority

4 Mal: time, turn, e.g.:
4 -mal: diesmal: this time; dreimal: three times, thrice

5 man: one; Man kennt X: X is/are known.

3 manch: many a, some
3 manchmal: at times, fairly often

3 Mangel: lack, deficiency, defect

3 Mal}: measure, extent

3 -méfig: according to; e.g. gleichmiBig,
gesetzmidBig, rechtméBig: legitimate

2 miBig: moderate, not very much

2 MaBnahme: measure, means (to an end)
3 Malstab: scale, yardstick

3 MafBregel: rule, ordinance

5 mehr: more; nicht mehr: no longer
4 mehrere: several, quite a few

5 mein: my [Grammar!]

4 meinen: opine, remark, mean
3 Meinung: opinion

4 meist: most, mostly
3 meistens: mostly, in most instances

2 melden: announce, presént

3 Menge: mass, crowd, set (math.)
2 mengen: mix

2 merken: notice, remark, remember
3 Merkmal: distinguishing characteristic

3 minder: less
4 mindestens: at least

5 mit: with

4 mit-: joining in, e.g. mitmachen: participate;
mitgehen: go along; Mitglied: member (of a
group/society)

3 Mitte: middle

3 mitteilen: communicate, impart

4 Mittel: means, remedy, average

3 Mittelpunkt: center

3 mittels: by means of

5 mdgen (mag, mochte): may, be inclined to

4 moglich: possible

3 Moglichkeit: possibility

3 moglichst: to the extent possible

2 Moment: factor, moment



2 Miihe: toilsome effort, trouble 3 oben: above, up there

2 miihelos: effortlessly 2 ober-: upper, superior
5 nach: after, according to 3 obgleich: although
4 nachdem: after 2 obwohl: although

2 nachher: afterwards

5 oder: or; SEE ALSO entweder
3 Nachricht: report, news

2 offen: open (as, an open door)

3 Nachteil: disadvantage 2 offnen: open (as, open the door)
4 nah: nearby; nichst-: closest, next 2 offenbar: patent, evident, obvious
4 ndher: more in detail 3 offentlich: public
2 ndhern: approach, approximate
4 oft: often
2 Name(n): name 3 oOfters: rather frequently
3 namentlich: notably, in particular
3 ndmlich-: selfsame, identical 5 ohne: without

5 ndmlich: that is to say

2 ordnen: put into sequence/order
5 neben: beside, in addition to
2 nebst: together with 3 Ort: place, spot, location

4 nehmen: take 2 Paar: pair, couple
4 ein paar: a couple of, a few
2 neigen: incline, be inclined
2 Partei: party; Partei nehmen fiir: advocate, be a

4 nennen: name, mention, nominate supporter of

4 neu: new; neuer-: recent, modern 2 passieren: happen

5 nicht: not 3 pflegen: care for, be wont to

5 nichts: nothing 2 Pflicht: duty

4 nie(mals): never 3 Platz: place, Das ist hier nicht am Platz: that is

inappropriate here
3 nieder: down(ward), lower, nether

3 niedrig: rather low (not high/tall) 3 plétzlich: sudden
3 niemand: nobody 2 priifen: test, check on
5 noch: yet, still; weder X noch Z: neither X nor Z 4 Punkt: point

2 piinktlich: punctual, meticulous
3 Not: need, necessity, jeopardy
4 nétig: needful, necessary, needed 2 Quelle: source, origin, spring
3 notwendig: necessary, indispensable
3 rasch: swift, quick
3 nun: now (now that it has gone so far)
2 nunmehr: by now, henceforth 2 raten: advise, counsel
2 ratsam: advisable
4 nur: only
2 Raum: space, room
5 ob: whether 2 rdumlich: spatial



3 rechnen: calculate, count (auf: on)
2 Rechnung tragen: make allowances for

4 recht: right(-hand); rechts: on the right

3 Recht: law, justice; Recht haben: be (in the) right

3 Rede: speech; Es war von X die Rede: There was
mention of X; keine Rede von X: no question of

X

3 Regel: rule; in der Regel: as a rule
4 regelmidBig: regular, uniform

4 reich: rich; reich an X: rich in X
2 reichlich: abundant(ly)

3 reichen: reach, extend

2 Reihe: row, series, sequence, turn; Ich bin an der
Reihe: it's my turn.

3 rein: pure, clean
2 reinigen: purify, clean up

2 retten: save, rescue
3 richten: direct
3 Richtung: direction, sense

4 richtig: correct

2 Rolle: role; eine Rolle spielen: be important, be a
factor

3 Riicksicht: regard (auf: for/to)
3 Ruhe: rest, quietude

2 ruhen: be at rest

3 ruhig: quiet, calm

2 rithren: stir, move, touch

4 Sache: thing, matter, affair
3 sachlich: objective; -keit: -ivity

3 sagen: say

3 sammeln: gather, collect
2 samtlich: without exception, all

3 Satz: sentence, proposition, theorem
2 Schade(n): harm

2 schaden: be harmful to
3 schidlich: harmful, noxious

2 schaffen (schuf): create

2 Schatz: treasure
3 schitzen: estimate, esteem

2 Schau: survey, display
2 schauen: gaze, view

2 scheiden: separate, part, depart
3 scheinen: seem, appear, look to be

2 schenken: give, presént
2 schicken: befit, send

2 schildern: depict
2 Schilderung: depiction, sketch, picture

3 schlagen: strike, defeat
3 schlecht: bad, defective, trashy

4 schlieBlen: close, conclude
3 schlieBlich: finally, in conclusion

2 schlimm: bad, painfully inferior
3 Schluf3: end, conclusion
3 schnell: swift

5 schon: already, even
4 schon: nice, beautiful

2 schreiben: write; Schrift: script

2 schreiten: stride, proceed
3 Schritt: step, stage in progress

2 Schuld: responsibility, guilt
2 schuldig: at fault, owing

3 Schutz: protection
3 schiitzen: protect

3 schwach: weak, faint
3 Schwiche: weakness, flaw

4 schwer: heavy, burdensome
3 schwierig: difficult
3 Schwierigkeit: difficulty

4 sehen: see

5 sehr: very, intensely



5 sein (ist, war): be, have [Grammar!]
5 sein: its, his [Grammar!]

4 seit: since
4 seitdem: since then, since

3 Seite: page, side, quarter, party
2 seitens: by, on the part of

5 selber, selbe, etc.: -self, -selves
5 selbst: even, -self, -selves

3 selten: rare, seldom
2 seltsam: queer, odd, strange, curious

4 setzen: put, place, set, postulate
5 sich: -self, -selves, each other

4 sicher: sure, secure, certain, safe
2 Sie (Ihr-, Thnen): you(r)

5 sie (ihr-, ihnen): they, their, them
5 sie (ihr-, ihr): it, she, her

2 sinken: fall, droop, decline, sink

3 Sinn: mind, sense, reasonableness
2 sinnlich: sensory, sensual

2 sitzen: sit, be mounted (past: sal})
5 so: so, then

3 sobald: as soon as

2 sodann: then, next

3 sofern: provided that

3 sogar: even (though surprising)
2 sogenannt: so-called

2 sogleich: immediately, at once
5 sollen: be supposed to

2 somit: hence, thus, accordingly
2 sonderbar: odd, peculiar

5 sondern: but rather

3 sondern: separate, segregate

4 sonst: otherwise, else
2 sonstig: of other sorts

3 Sorge: care, worry; Sorge tragen: carefully see to it

3 sorgen: take care, worry

2 Sorgtalt: care, caution
3 sorgfiltig: careful

3 soweit: to that extent, to the extent that, insofar as

4 sowie: and also, as soon as

4 sowohl X wie Z, sowohl X als auch Z: Z as well as

X, both X and Z too
2 spat: late, delayed

2 Spiel: game, play
3 spielen: play; SEE ALSO Rolle

2 Spitze: point, peak, acme
4 sprechen: speak
2 Staat: state, nation; Staats-: national

2 Stadt: city
2 stadtisch: urban

3 Stand: status, state of affairs
2 Standpunkt: standpoint, position

3 stark: strong, thick (of wire/sheet)
3 Stdrke: strength, thickness, starch

4 statt: instead of
3 stattfinden: take place, occur

2 stecken: insert, be inserted/contained
4 stehen: stand, be situated

3 steigen: go up, rise
3 steigern: elevate, intensify

4 Stelle: place, situation
4 stellen: put, set upright, place

3 stetig: uniform, constant, steady
4 stets: consistently, always

2 still: quiet, silent, halted
2 Stille: silence

2 Stimme: voice, vote
2 stimmen: vote, agree (zu: with)

3 Stoff: matter, material, substance
2 stofflich: material, concrete



2 storen: trouble, be disturbing to 4 trotz: despite

2 Storung: disturbance 3 trotzdem: despite that, nevertheless
2 stoflen (stied): bump into, conflict with 5 tun (tat, getan): do, put
2 streben: strive, tend 2 iibel: bad
3 Ubel: evil
3 streng: strict, severe
2 Strenge: severity, rigor 3 iiben: exercise, practice
2 Stiick: piece, fragment 5 iiber: about, above, upon, via
2 Stufe: degree, stage, step 3 iiberall: everywhere

5 tiberhaupt: at all, in general
2 stiitzen: support, prop up
2 iiberlassen: give over, entrust
4 suchen: seek, try 2 iibernehmen: take over, take on

2 Tag: day; zutage kommen: come to light 2 iiberraschen: surprise
3 tdglich: daily, everyday
2 iiberschreiten: exceed

4 Tat: deed

4 tdtig: active, at work 2 iibertragen: transfer, confer

3 Tatigkeit: activity 2 iiberweisen: remit, consign

3 Tatsache: fact 2 iiberwiegen: preponderate

4 tatsdchlich: actually, in fact 3 liberzeugen: convince

2 tduschen: deceive, be deceptive 2 iiblich: usual, customary

4 Teil: part 3 iibrig: remaining, residual

4 teilen: divide 4 tibrigens: anyhow, come to think of it

3 teils: partly, partially, in part
5 um: about, by; um zu: in order to; um so, umso: all

2 teuer: dear, precious, costly, valued the (better, etc.)
4 tief: deep, profound 2 Umfang: compass, extent
2 umfassen: embrace, comprise
2 tot: dead
2 toten: kill 2 umgeben: surround, environ

2 umkehren: reverse, invert
2 trdg: sluggish
2 Trégheit: inertia 3 Umstand: circumstance; unter Umstinden: in some
circumstances, circumstances permitting
4 tragen: bear, carry; SEE ALSO Sorge
5 un-: un-, in-, im-, it-, non-; e.g.:

3 treffen: meet, encounter, hit the mark unschédlich: harmless

2 trefflich: excellent unbedingt: absolute(ly)
unabhéngig: independent

3 treiben: drive, be engaged in doing unangemessen: unsuitable, incongrous
unauthoérlich: incessant(ly)

3 trennen: separate, sever --and so on: see the other word!

3 treten: step, enter (the scene) 2 unendlich: infinite

3 ungefihr: approximately



2 ungeheuer: monstrous
2 ungemein: uncommonly, unusually

2 ungewif}: uncertain, vague
2 ungleich: disproportionately

3 unmittelbar: direct, immediate
3 unmdglich: impossible; Das kann unmoglich
geschehen: That can't possibly be done, can't

happen.

2 unrecht haben: be (in the wrong); zu unrecht:
unjustifiably, incorrectly

3 uns: us, me (in technical writing)
5 unser: our, my (in technical writing)

3 unten: in/at the lower part

5 unter: among, amid, under: Unter X versteht man Z:

by X we mean Z
2 unterbrechen: interrupt
2 unterlassen: omit, refrain from

2 unterliegen: be subject to

2 unternehmen: undertake, proceed to do
2 Unternechmung: undertaking, enterprise

2 Unterricht: instruction, teaching
2 unterrichten: teach, inform, instruct

2 unterscheiden: distinguish, differ
3 Unterschied: difference, distinction

3 untersuchen: investigate
3 Untersuchung: investigation, research

2 unterwerfen: subjéct
2 unzweifelhaft: doubtless

4 Ursache: cause
2 ursdchlich: causal

3 Ursprung: source, origin
3 urspriinglich: original, primeval

3 verdndern: alter, change
3 Verdnderung: alteration

3 veranlassen: cause, occasion, incite
3 Veranlassung: incitation, behest

2 verbieten: forbid

4 verbinden: join, connect, obligate
3 Verbindung: connection, compound

2 verbreiten, Verbreitung: spread

2 verdienen: earn, merit, deserve
2 Verdienst: merit, accomplishment

2 Verein: union, association, club
3 vereinen: unify, unite, join, combine

3 vereinigen: combine, join together

3 verfahren: proceed, follow a procedure
3 Verfahren: procedure

3 verfolgen: pursue

2 vergebens, vergeblich: in vain
2 vergehen: dwindle, vanish

3 vergessen: forget

2 Vergleich: comparison
3 vergleichen: compare; vergleichbar, comparable

3 verhalten: have a relation, behave
4 Verhiltnis: ratio, relation; Verhiltnisse: conditions,

circumstances

2 verhandeln: discuss, negotiate
2 Verhandlung: negotiation

2 Verkehr: traffic, trade, intercourse
3 verlangen: call for, demand, crave

4 verlassen: leave, abandon; sich auf X verlassen: rely
on X

2 Verlauf: course, duration
3 verlaufen (-lief): take its course

3 verlieren (-lor):lose
3 Verlust: loss

2 vermehren: increase, multiply
3 vermeiden: avoid, obviate
2 vermdgen (-mag): be capable of

2 vermuten: conjecture, suspect



2 vernehmen: perceive, interrogate 2 verwirklichen: make real, reduce to practical form,
realize
2 vernichten: annihilate
2 verwirren: confuse; -ung: -sion
2 Vernunft: wits, reason

3 verniinftig: reasonable, intelligent 2 verzichten auf: do without, renounce
2 verpflichten: engage, obligate 5 viel: many, much

3 vielfach: prevalently, often, variously
2 verraten: betray (past: verriet) 4 vielleicht: perhaps

3 vielmehr: rather, more properly/likely
2 versagen: refuse, become insufficient

4 voll: full, complete
3 versammeln: collect, assemble 3 vollig: entire(ly), full, fully

2 verschaffen: procure, supply 2 vollenden: complete, perféct
3 vollstindig: complete, without lack
4 verschieden: various, diverse
5 von: by, from, of
3 verschwinden: vanish, dwindle away
5 vor: in front of, before, ago; vor allem: above all;

2 versehen: provide; sich versehen: commit a vor Furcht: out of fear, etc.
mistake/oversight
4 voraus: im voraus: in advance
2 versetzen: displace, mix/infuse 2 voraussetzen: presuppose
3 versichern: assure, guarantee 2 vorbereiten: prepare; -ung: -ation
3 versprechen: promise 2 Vorgang: process, event

3 vorgehen: proceed, follow procedure
4 verstehen: understand; SEE ALSO unter

4 vorhanden: on hand, in existence
3 Versuch: attempt, experiment

3 versuchen: attempt, try 4 vorher: previously, beforehand

2 Vertrauen: trust, confidence, secrecy 2 vorig-: previous, foregoing

2 vertreten: represent, substitute for 3 vorkommen: turn up, appear, occur
2 verursachen: cause, bring about 2 vorldufig: preliminary

2 verwandeln: transform, transmute 2 vorlegen: propose, present

2 verwandt: related 3 vorliegen: be present

2 Verwandtschaft: kinship, relation
2 vornehmen: undertake, take in hand
2 Verweis: reference, relegation
2 verweisen (-wies): refer (auf: to) 3 Vorschlag: proposal
3 vorschlagen (schlug vor): propose
3 verwenden (-wandt): make use of, apply
3 Verwendung: use, application; Verwendung finden: 2 vorschreiben: prescribe
be made use of 3 Vorschrift: prescription, rule

2 verwerfen: reject, repudiate



2 vorstellen: suppose, imagine, presént; sich
vorstellen: imagine
3 Vorstellung: notion, concept

3 Vorteil: advantage

3 vorziehen: prefer
3 Vorzug: preference, advantage, merit

3 wachsen (wuchs): grow, increase, wax
2 wagen: dare, risk, hazard

3 Wahl: choice
3 wihlen: choose, elect, select

4 wahr: true; wahrhaft: veracious
4 Wahrheit: truth

3 wéhren: last, persist, endure
4 wahrend: during, while, whereas

3 wahrscheinlich: probable, likely
3 Wahrscheinlichkeit: probability

2 wann: when; dann und wann: at times

3 warten: wait

4 warum: why

5 was: what; was fiir, was ... fiir: what kind of, what
sort of, which; was immer: whatever, no matter

what

3 Wechsel: change, exchange, alternation
3 wechseln: change, exchange, alternate

5 weder X noch Z: neither X nor Z

3 weg: road, path, course, method, way
4 wegen: on account of, because of

2 weich: soft, yielding
2 weichen (wich): yield, give way

5 weil: because

2 Weile: while, length of time
2 weilen: tarry

4 Weise: way, manner, wise
3 weisen (wies): direct

2 weil}: white
5 weil}: [pres. sg. of wissen: know]

4 weit: far, extensive; bei weitem: by far; weiter:
further; und so weiter: etc.

4 welch-: which; welche (rare): some
2 Welt: world; welt-: international
4 wenden: turn, take a new direction

4 wenig: only a little, few, slightly
4 wenigstens: at least

5 wenn: whenever, if; wenn auch: even if, even
though

5 wer (wem, wen): who(m)?, whoever

5 werden (wird, wurde): become, get [Grammar!]; Er
wird schon da sein: He's probably there already;
gerecht werden: do justice

4 werfen (warf, geworfen): throw, cast

3 Werk: work, treatise
3 Wert: value, worth

4 Wesen: being, essence
4 wesentlich: essentially, quite a bit

4 wichtig: important, weighty
3 Wichtigkeit: importance

2 wider: against, counter to
2 widersprechen: contradict
2 Widerspruch: contradiction

2 Widerstand: resistance, opposition
2 widerstehen: oppose, resist

5 wie: how, as, while, such as, and also; NOTE USE
OF PRONOUN AFTER wie IN SENTENCES
LIKE THIS: Er trug einen Hut mit einer Feder,
wie alle Touristen sie haben: He wore a hat with
such a feather as all tourists have; ALSO wie
alle Touristen ihn haben: He wore such a hat
with a feather as all tourists have; ALSO wie
sie/ihn alle Touristen haben

5 wieder: again, in turn, re-, back

3 wiederholen: repeat, reiterate
2 wiederum: in turn, or again

3 willen: um X willen: for X's sake

5 wir: we, I (in technical writing)



4 wirken: take effect, act (as), seem
4 wirklich: really, actually, real
3 Wirklichkeit: reality, actuality

5 wissen (weill, wuBlte): know for a fact, manage to
3 Wissenschaft: science

5 wo: where, whereas

4 wo-: where-; e.g. woran; worauf: whereupon;
woraus: wherefrom; womit: wherewith; wovon:
whereof; ...

3 wobei: in connection with which, where

2 wozu: for which, for which purpose

3 Wunsch: desire, wish
3 wiinschen: desire, wish

3 Zahl: numeral, number
2 zahlen: pay
3 zdhlen: count (auf: on)

3 zahlreich: numerous

3 Zeichen: sign, token
2 zeichnen: draw, sketch

4 zeigen: show, indicate
2 Zeiger: hand, pointer (on a dial)

3 Zeit: time
2 Zeitalter: age, era

2 zerstoren: destroy
2 Zerstorung: destruction

4 ziehen: draw, pull

4 Ziel: target, goal, purpose, aim
3 zielen: aim

3 ziemlich: tolerable, tolerably, rather

5 zu: to, too; um X zu tun: in order to do X; zu viel:
too much, too many

4 zuerst: initially, at first

3 Zufall: accident
3 zufillig: accidentally, by chance

4 Zug: train, trait, lineament
2 zugeben: concede, admit

4 zugleich: at the same time, at once

3 Zukunft: future
3 zukiinftig: future

2 zulassen: admit, allow, tolerate

3 zuletzt: ultimately, at last; nicht zuletzt: not least
3 zumal: especially as, above all, since

3 zunichst: at first, tentatively

2 zunehmen: increase, grow, wax

4 zuriick: back, returning
3 zuriickkehren: return, come back

4 zusammen: together, as a group
2 zusammenfassen: summarize, condense

3 Zusammenhang: connection, complex
3 zusammenhéngen (hing zusammen): be

connected, cohere

2 Zusatz: addition, supplement
2 zusétzlich: in addition, supplementarily

3 Zustand: state, condition
2 zuvor: beforehand

2 Zwang: compulsion
2 zwingen (zwang, gezwungen): compel

4 zwar: admittedly; und zwar: specifically, in this
case

3 Zweck: goal, purpose, target, aim
3 zweckmiBig: appropriate(ly) for this purpose

3 Zweifel: doubt
3 zweifeln: doubt, be dubious, be in despair
2 zweifelhaft: dubious

3 zwingen: compel, force

4 zwischen: between



